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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Logistics
SUBJECT : Functional Furniture
REFERENCE : Memo dd 15 Feb 57 to DD/S fr D/Log, same subject.

1. The referenced staff study, which I have approved, indicates the
{mpracticability of finalizing our conclusions end recommendations until the
size, shape, and occupancy of our preposed new butlding have been determined,
1 recognize that these difficulties exist; however, decisions in connection
therewith should be reached shortly and I wish to emphasize to you and to the
Buflding Planning Sta#f the necessity of making determinations with regard to -
this furniture in sufficient time t6 incorporste our request for funds in the #is-
el Year 1959 Budget, if in fact it is finaily decided to proceed in this direc~
tion,

2. 1am also concerned as to the apparent cost of the modular furni-
ture undey tonsideration as compared to the standard Class "C" wooden fur-
ulturve, and dt the moment T don't fully understand how it can be shown that
“the avaﬁaﬁﬂ.{ty of this fufhitire would represent an over-all saving to the
by eliminating the need for GSA to procure furniture in the amount
of this inventory" 1¥ in fact the ntédular furniture would cost approximately
8, 000, 000 more than compariiié stndard wooden furniture. Every possible
wffort shoulld be mdde to procure the functional furniture at prices comparable
w that which the General Services Administration would have to pay for sten=

rajture. I have some Goubts #s to the salability of an argument based
& “'m 'ﬂ'ecﬁve spice tiilization, efficiency, and functional practicability,

grticularly in terms of the geadrfl uselessness and security hazards of desk
drawsss, ” if In fact we can't actuddly support it by stating that such procure-
met eventuslly would result in 4 fiet saving to the Government.
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